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Merry Christmas White Horse 
Twenty Three members of the White Horse Morris family met 

for a very nice Christmas Dinner at The Carriers in Stockton.  

There are more pictures elsewhere in this seasonal special of Prancing 

Pony. Reuben asks us to remember the “character” of the dance.  We 

also look back on the events of 2022 and feature a recipe, puzzles, 

advert and review of our seasonal outing to the Christmas market in 

Tisbury. The one in Shaftesbury was cancelled due to a forecast of bad 

weather including high winds, but we still have the annual dancing at 

Stourhead coming up on Boxing Day. See you there? 

     

A Year of White Horse Morris 
A lot has happened over the year with numbers continuing to grow 

and more events being supported.  

 

 

We kicked off (a Prancing Pony 

euphemism)  with a Wassail at The 

Donkey Field Community 

Orchard. 

 

In April, when we started our 

annual programme we had torn 

calf muscles to deal with due to the 

cold weather and lack of warming 

up but our numbers meant that we could continue as normal. 

May Day (actually the 2nd) at 

Ansty was very colourful, with 

some wonderfully foliated hats 

as these pictures show. 

We also took on The Green 

Man Festival in Bradford on 

Avon and met up with Beltane.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holly and Daisy stunned the crowd with 

their version of Bacca Pipes and got the 

biggest cheer of the day. 

https://www.whitehorsemorris.org.uk/


The Wimborne Folk Festival 

was another great day out 

where we once again more than 

held our own amid a great 

variety of teams and traditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By now the weather had 

started to warm up and the 

searing heat culminated at 

the Sarum Day of Dance 

with temperatures reaching 

the high 30s. Once again 

we performed well and I 

think offered something 

different to the many sides 

that were there.   Watch 

our version of Sherriff’s 

Ride by clicking on the 

link below 

 

In between these weekend events we continued our weekly 

programme in the deluges at Edington and the Filly Loo, to 

one man and no dog at Stockton and the incredible village 

events at (the now publess) Chitterne and Berwick St John- 

where they opened the pub specially. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rainbow on the Lake at Steeple Langford provided a new 

venue.     

 

 

 

 

 

We also danced for the children 

at Exeter House School in 

Salisbury, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/TwUQnX11rKrHjkhj6 

 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/TwUQnX11rKrHjkhj6


…and for the Beaver Scouts in Westbury 

 

The Benett Arms at Semley led to some 

bizarre facial expressions.  

We kept dancing through August before 

we went inside for more practice but then 

took on ‘Tiz the Season in a very cold 

Tisbury. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

‘Tiz the Season 2022 
The Christmas Market in 

Tisbury this year was a 

slightly smaller affair 

than in previous years, 

and footfall was down, 

perhaps partly due to the 

very cold but also damp 

weather.   Nevertheless 

White Horse Morris 

ventured forth and 

heroically inflicted 

“entertainment” on the good 

shoppers of Tisbury High 

Street.    There was a good 

turnout of dancers and also a 

welcome appearance from 

HobNob, with John in the 

engine room and Ali acting as 

his ostler.     

 

Sticks were banged 

and hankies were 

waved in a wide 

range of dances, 

including a first 

outing for Saturday 

Night. Holly 

danced the Bacca 

Pipes Jig to solo 

fiddle from Sam, 

and the crowd were pulled in with a spirited rendition of 

Not for Joe.   

 

Hats were 

decorated and the 

new dress code 

was meticulously 

observed.  
 

WHM Christmas Dinner at The Carriers 

The pictures below show the intense concentration as 

diners grappled with the quiz questions set by Mark.  

The tasks involved identifying Morris dances concealed 

in anagrams, and WH 

members from 

heavily cropped 

pictured and solving a 

few Christmassy 

dingbats.   Squire 

Perry repeatedly and 

rigorously enforced a 

strict no-talking rule, 

hence the somewhat 

glum faces.  But there 

was good spirit, hats were worn and conversations were 

enjoyed.  

We still have Boxing Day at Stourhead to come , but 

looking ahead ….. what will next year bring? 



Calvin’s Plums  

(… and other 

fruit and veg) 
 

Calvin spent the 

autumn in his 

garden, busily  

harvesting the 

fruits of his 

labour and 

nature’s bounty. 

 

For the full 

slideshow, click 

the link below….  
https://photos.app.goo.gl/22THFEPxNsz4cw8x9 
 

Recipe (from Julie) 

Here is a delicious 

Lebanese recipe for 

using up all those 

surplus courgettes 

from  the allotment 

or garden. Perhaps 

more suitable for the 

summer than 

midwinter, it goes 

very well as a side 

dish with fish. Serves 

2-3 people. 

  

100g onion 

3 tablespoons of sunflower oil 

2 garlic cloves 

500g courgettes 

3 medium eggs 

Salt, pepper and ground ginger to taste 

  

- peel onion, cut in half and slice thinly. Put in a frying 

pan with the oil over a medium heat; 

- finely slice the peeled garlic and add to pan; 

- cook gently, stirring occasionally until the onion is 

golden in colour; 

- in the meantime, wash the courgette, grate it into a 

large colander and set it aside to drain.  

- when the onion is golden crack the eggs into the pan 

and fry until cooked, stirring all the time 

- move the pan away from the heat 

- with your hand take some of the grated courgette, 

squeeze the liquid away and add courgette to the pan. 

Repeat until all the courgette is in the frying pan. Put 

back on the heat and stir well. 

- add pepper, salt and ginger to taste (I use a couple of 

teaspoons worth) 

- put a lid on the pan and turn down the heat 

- simmer for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

 

 

 

 

Never a cross word from Phil 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 

2.  with 3-Down & 5-Across: Professional sports team 

(according to Facebook)  [5,5,6] 

5.  See 2-Across 

6.  Your kit should include 2 of these on your shirt [7] 

Down 

1.   Something a railway worker, postman or nurse 

might have before  Christmas [6] 

3.  See 2-Across 

4.  What should always be worn while dancing out [5] 

 

Morris Wordsearch 
21 Morris-related words have been hidden in the matrix 

of letters below; they appear horizontally, vertically and 

diagonally, forwards and backwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/22THFEPxNsz4cw8x9


“The Character of the Dance” – Reuben reflects 

on The Morris Book by Cecil Sharp 
This book is a tremendous source of Morris knowledge, 

written by Cecil Sharp, the man himself.    The text shows 

how even CS couldn’t really sort out the basics of how to 

perform  ‘the step’, which foot to start on or which way to 

turn. Let alone the hand movements. So why do we get 

perplexed about them?  All we need to do is assimilate the 

character of the dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Coming soon to the WHITE HORSE © 

Clothing Range… 

 

AN EXCITING NEW PRODUCT  FOR 

2023….. 

 

THE WHITE HORSE 

MORRIS BOBBLE HAT 

       (Melodeon not included) 

 

 

Morris-themed Cocktails  
The Bakewell  

1 jigger each of Amaretto and Kirsch, pour over 

crushed ice in a tall glass and top up with soda water. 

Serve with a cocktail cherry on a short stick.  

(Disclaimer – this a Medup concoction).    

 

Young Tom Collins 

50ml Gin, 25ml lemon juice, 25ml sugar syrup,  

125ml chilled soda. 

Build the drink over plenty of ice in a tall glass, stir 

gently and garnish with a slice of lemon. 

Drink immediately. 

 

Old Tom Collins 

As above but don’t drink immediately. 

 

The Quaker – see Pete for this week’s recipe. 

 

Over the hill(s) 

A lovely cup of tea or cocoa with a nice bit of cake.    

 

The Squire 

Lambrini or any sparkling Perry served in a cocktail 

glass. Garnish with pineapple, lots of pineapple. 

A perfect match with pizza.  

 

Bottoms up! 

 

Here We Come A-Wassailing? 

Here we come a-wassailing among the leaves so green; 

Here we come a-wandering, so fair to be seen. 

Love and joy come to you, and to you our wassail, too. 

And God bless you and send you a Happy New Year 

 

We resume for practice on 4 January….    

 

… but before that, we are due to dance at 

Stourhead at 11.30 on Boxing Day.   

 

Also don’t forget to tell Helen whether or not you can 

make it to either of the two Wassail events we have 

been invited on 14 & 15 January.   It would be a shame 

if we can’t raise a side for either of them.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WARM AND PRACTICAL 
STYLISH 

MACHINE WASHABLE 
CHOICE OF COLOURS 

FREE DELIVERY 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more details, email  ANDY:-    

Andy.sanderson64@btinternet.com 

Only 
£7.00 

mailto:Andy.sanderson64@btinternet.com

